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FAREWELL YEAR 6
28 Jan

Uniform Shop open 9am-1:30pm

31 Jan

First day of Term 1 for students.
Uniform Shop open 8:30am-9:15am

7 Feb

Parent Information Night

11 Feb

P & F family fun night

6 April

Year 3 Reconciliation Ceremony 5pm

8 April

Term 1 Ends

a: 3 James Street, Bassendean WA 6054
ph: 08 6278 9888

St Michael's School is a
school community founded
by the Sisters of Mercy in
1914.
We aspire to be a secure,
caring learning environment
where commitment to Faith,
Truth, Service and
Compassion are encouraged
as a way of life.

www.stmichaelsbass.wa.edu.au
e: admin@stmichaelsbass.wa.edu.au

MESSAGE FROM THE
PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

Today we celebrated our Year 6 graduation Mass. We thank the Year 6 teachers, Mr David Caddy and
Mrs Jane Cullen for preparing this beautiful event! Our best wishes go with our Year 6 students as they
embark on their new journey at secondary school. Congratulations on all your achievements
during your time at St. Michael's and we wish you all the best in your future endeavours.
This year all our students have had countless experiences and opportunities to learn, grow and mature.
I would like to thank all of our students for their hard work this year. Your teachers and I are very proud of all of your efforts. I would like to
also thank the teachers and parents for helping our students to reach their potential. I acknowledge the staff of St. Michael's, in particular, for
their dedication to and care of our students this year. I hope that all our staff enjoy a well deserved break over the summer holidays. Thank
you to all parent and grandparent volunteers who have given their time and talents to the school during 2021. Thanks must also be extended
to the P&F and the School Advisory Council. Without their help we could not achieve what we do as they are all an integral part of our school.
Farewells
Sadly we farewell a number of staff this year. We congratulate our Assistant Principal, Mr Ryan Powles, who has been appointed as Principal
of St. Paul's, Karratha from 2022. We are incredibly proud of Ryan's exciting achievement and thank him for his wonderful service to our
school as part of our leadership team, particularly for his time as acting Principal during Term 2 last year. We wish Ryan all the very best with
his move to the Pilbara and in his new role! To replace Ryan, we have temporarily seconded Mr Michael Sheridan for a period of one year from
St. Brigid's, Middle Swan. Our substantive Assistant Principal position will be advertised in Term 3, 2022 ready to commence in 2023.
We thank and farewell Mrs Christine Venosi, our Pre-primary Education Assistant (EA) who leaves us after over 17 years and who is also 'on
the move'. We wish her safe travels and all the very best in her new adventures! Thank you also to Mrs Nicola Gallagher (Kindergarten EA)
who leaves us after many wonderful years at St. Michael's to pick up some additional hours at her other school, St. Columba's in Bayswater.
We wish Nicola all the best in her new role. Christine's replacement will be Miss Maria Yelash who joins us from Yidarra CPS , Bateman and
Mr Thomas Sassanelli (currently on staff) will take on the Kindergarten EA position.
Farewell and thank you to Mrs Robyn Imbrosciano (student admissions officer, currently on leave) as well as Mrs Kathryn Gordon, Mrs Jane
Cullen, Miss Sarah Lombardo and Mrs Katherine Turner who all finish up their temporary contracts. We wish Katherine Turner and Mrs
Courtney Carr all the very best for the birth of their babies.
We also say farewell to our departing students and families and thank them for their contribution to the St. Michael's School community. May
God watch over all our departing staff, students and families and bless their future endeavours.
2022 Planning
Start of School
School commences for K - 6 students on Monday 31 January 2022. Kindergarten parents are asked to refer to their orientation pack for
their staggered start times for the first two weeks.
Parent Information Night
A reminder that parent information night will be held on Monday 7 February which is in Week 2. As this is very early in the term, please
note this date in your diaries now. On this date, we will be hold a Pre-primary to Year 2 parent reading workshop at 5pm to assist parents to
support reading development at home followed by two repeated parent information sessions in each classroom at 5.30pm and 6.15pm. The
welcome drinks for new families will be held by the P & F from 6.30 - 7.30pm. A reminder that parent information night is an adult only event please organise someone to mind your children.
Staffing
A staff list for 2022 can be found at the end of this section of the newsletter. Please note that, due to the complex nature of schools, many
varied factors go into staffing and such decisions are at the discretion of the principal. No discussion will be entered into regarding next
year's staffing.
Uniform Shop
Next year we will be implementing some changes to the operation of the uniform shop in an attempt to maintain the viability of keeping our
uniform shop onsite given that we are such a small school. Despite pressures to follow other schools who now outsource their uniform shops,
we want to try and keep our shop onsite for parent convenience, however, this requires some adjustments.

The uniform shop will be open on Friday 28th January 2022 from 9.00am to 1.30pm for purchasing new uniform items and to allow students
to try on sizes. It will also be open from 8.30am until around 9.15am on the first day of school (Monday 31 January). After this, the uniform
shop will be completely online. Mrs Tania Falappi will work on Friday mornings only to organise and deliver the online orders. Parents wishing
to try on sizes must contact the school office to organise this on Friday mornings by appointment only. We are more than happy to exchange
uniforms purchased online that may be an incorrect size. In the lead up to the change of uniform (from summer to winter and vice versa), we
will advertise an opening time in the newsletter to allow students to try on uniforms.
School Start Time and OSHClub
A reminder for parents when organising work arrangements for 2022, that before school supervision commences at 8.20am. The school gates
open at 8.20am and, therefore, students cannot be dropped off or arrive at school prior to this time. We ask parents to organise their working
arrangements accordingly or make use of the OSHclub (who we partner with for your convenience) if you require before or after school care.
Please contact OSHClub on 0427 945 406 or stmichaels@oshclub.com.au.
This is an important issue and we do not provide supervision before this time for the following reasons:
- teachers do not have to be onsite until 8.10am (as part of their workload hours specified in the EBA) and we cannot guarantee there will be
staff onsite prior to this time (especially on days where staff are working until late in the evening due to a school event or the morning after a
late night event)
- if teachers arrive prior to 8.10am, then they are choosing to work additional hours in their own time so that they can get ready for the day's
educational program
- once a student is onsite, whether we know they are there or not, any teacher onsite automatically assumes legal duty of care for that child
- it is not fair for students or staff for a staff member, who has chosen to come to work early to prepare for the educational program, to have
to supervise a child outside of their normal working hours, thus impacting their ability to prepare the educational program for other students.
It is is the responsibility of parents and caregivers to provide or organise supervision for their children prior to 8.20am. Thank you for your
understanding with this matter.
Back to School Haircuts
Please keep in mind our school uniform policy when organising back to school haircuts in January:
https://www.stmichaelsbass.wa.edu.au/uniforms.html. Haircuts should be conservative in style. This continues to be a particular issue with
boys haircuts. Please note that mullets, tracks or half shaved/long on top do not constitute a conservative hairstyle. When in doubt, short
back and sides is preferable.

Thank you all for a wonderful year and I wish you and your families a happy and holy Christmas as we celebrate the birth of Christ. May God
watch over you as you enjoy a safe and relaxing holiday. I look forward to seeing you all in the new year!
Many thanks and God bless
Dr Siobhan Galos
Principal

2022 Staff List
Dr Siobhan Galos
Mrs Jemima Saunders
Mr Michael Sheridan
Mrs Peng Kong
Mrs Lisa Grazia
Mrs Geraldine Nolan
Mrs Neala Welch
Mrs Joanne Richards
Mr Thomas Sassanelli
Miss Meadhbh Glasgow-Collins
Miss Maria Yelash
Ms Laura Marzo
Miss Nat Pin
Mrs Marina Thompson
Miss Natalie Brescacin
Mr David Caddy
Miss Nina Campagna
Miss Emily Hindle
Mrs Lola Stewart
Mrs Rosemary Mumme
Mrs Lesley Schnell
Mr Rob Coughlan
Mrs Rochelle Albert
Mrs Renee Vassiliou
Mrs Maria Famiano
Mrs Lisa Mueller
Mrs Linda Ford
Mrs Vicki Stenning
Mrs Tania Falappi

Principal
Assistant Principal Curriculum / Literacy Support / SWD Co-ordinator
Assistant Principal R.E & Admin / PE teacher / Maths Support
Office & Finance Manager
Principal’s Secretary
Student Enrolment Officer
Kindergarten Teacher
Kindergarten Education Assistant (EA)
Kindergarten EA
Pre-primary Teacher
Pre-primary EA
Year 1 Teacher
Year 2 Teacher
Year 3 Teacher (Mon – Wed)
Year 3 Teacher (Thurs – Fri)
Year 4 Teacher
Year 5 Teacher
Year 6 Teacher
Students with Disabilities (SWD) EA
EA and Minilit
EA and Macqlit
Science Teacher
Music Teacher
Visual Arts Teacher
Italian Teacher
Social Worker
Canteen Co-ordinator
Library Technician
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator

MERIT AWARD WINNERS

PP
- Imogen B, Nicholas VDW, Ruby G, Saskia P.
Year 1 - Whole Class
Year 2 - Arthur R, James W, Taylor M.
Year 3 - Elijah W, Jahrell G.
Year 4 - Ayla CM, Nate P.
Year 5 - Levi C, Xavier P, Lily E.
Year 6 - Beau P, Antonia ZL.

KEY DATES
28 Jan

Uniform shop open 9.00am to 1.30pm

31 Jan

School commences K - 6

31 Jan

Uniform shop open 8.30 - 9.15am

7 Feb

Parent information evening & P & F Welcome Drinks

9 Feb

Beginning of the year Mass

11 Feb

P & F family fun night

19/20 Feb

Sacramental Commitment Masses (Years 3, 4 & 6)

28 Feb

Advisory Council and P & F Meetings

7 March

Labour Day Public Holiday

28 March

Advisory Council and P & F Meetings

6 April

Year 3 Reconciliation Ceremony 5pm

8 April

Term 1 Ends

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS
End of Year Presentation Night and EduDance
Well done to our award winners and all the student performers for their efforts on Monday night. It was a fantastic evening
to join together as a community and recognise the efforts of individuals and be entertained by the dances.
Award Winners
Academic Endeavour- Nathan D
Town of Bassendean Scholarship Award- Abbey S
Mercy Award- Zoe R
Citizenship Award- Devlin P
Creative Endeavour- Chelsea S
Visual Art- Antonia Z-L
Science Awards- Ava R and Sean V
Sport Awards- Giaan V and Henry M
Youth Encouragement- Zeita F
Thank you to our sponsors for the awards:
Town of Bassendean, Hon. Dave Kelly, Mr Patrick Gorman, Bassendean Lions, Woodside, Scitech, Maiolo Earthworks

Vinnies Christmas Appeal
Once again, we are totally overawed by the generosity of
our community. We were able to donate 25 boxes of goods
and still had more items to donate to the local Vinnies.
Thank you for your kind donations and for helping families in
need this Christmas. It is such a great demonstration for
students to see how we can help others.
Vinnies Christmas Appeal
Another great fundraiser was the Mega Book Sale. This initiative gives students the opportunity to buy pre-loved books to read
over the holidays. Thank you for the quality donations. Many people scored a bargain. The sale raised over $200 for
Wheelchairs4Kids, which is enough to buy a chair for child in need! Thank you everyone.
Nativity Play
It was a full house on Wednesday morning as the parents
filled the school hall in readiness for the Kindy and Primary
Nativity Play performance.
It was noticeable the students had been well prepared by
Kindy and Preprimary staff as they put on a fantastic
performance.

Warm regards,
Mrs Jemima Saunders and Mr Ryan Powles
Assistant Principals

Thank you to Miss G-C and Mrs Turner for organising along
with Mrs Richards, Mrs Gallagher and Miss Venosi.

FAREWELLS
Nicola Gallagher
Farewell to the beautiful children and their
families and the amazing staff past and
present I have worked with over the last 13
years. My heart is with all the children who
have passed through Kindy - St Michael’s will
always hold a special place in my heart. I wish
each and everyone of you a Happy Christmas
and all the best for 2022.

Katherine Turner
Thank you and farewell to the wonderful children and
families of St Michael's. Thank you for welcoming me so
warmly 5 years ago. Wishing you all a safe and special
Christmas and all the best for 2022.

Courtney Carr
Thank you to the Year 5 students and
their families for a fantastic year at St
Michael's School. Wishing the St
Michael's staff, students and the
community a safe and happy holidays.
Merry Christmas.

Ryan Powles
I would like to thank the school community for
embracing me into St Michael's four years ago. I have
thoroughly enjoyed my time here - watching the
children grow and the support from the parent body,
especially in Term 2 last year during my time as acting
principal. Have a Merry Christmas and enjoy spending
time with your families.
God bless.
Sarah Lombardo
What an amazing year it has been at St Michael’s. Thank you to all of
the staff and parents for all of their kindness and support. A massive
thank you to my students, you are all absolutely incredible and I was
so blessed to get the opportunity to teach you all. I‘ll miss all of you
dearly and I’ll forever cherish all of the memories i’ve made over the
year. I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Chris Venosi
I just want say a big thank you to the
St Michael’s staff and community for
their love and support over the last
17 years
The years have certainly flown by
I’ve had so many laugh out loud
moments and I will treasure those
special memories
I’m trading my St Michael’s red sport
shirt for High Vis and work boots
and fingers crossed that I get a pink
pair
Merry Christmas to you all and a
safe and happy new year xxx

Kathryn Gordon
Thank you for the
wonderful term. I look
forward to seeing
everyone in 2022 when I
next do relief.

FAREWELLS
Year 6 Class
On Friday morning, we celebrated the Year 6 Graduation Mass. It was
a beautiful celebration as Year 6 and Ms Venosi read the word of the
Lord and Father Ben offered words of wisdom. It was a touching
moment when the Year 6 students handed their parents a letter they
had written along with a flower as thanks for their support.
We wish our Year 6 students all the best as they move on to their next
stage of schooling and hope they remember all they have learnt at St
Michael's.

WELLBEING NEWS
Coping with Christmas
Maggie Dent shares some practical tips in this clip that might help you to minimise stress and plan a
Christmas where you can truly enjoy your time with your kids.
https://www.maggiedent.com/blog/coping-christmas/
From gift buying to planning family get togethers, Maggie Dent always offers such a down to earth and
humorous perspective!
I wish you all a very happy Christmas and look forward to seeing you all in the new year!

Kind regards,
Mrs Lisa Mueller, School Social Worker (Mondays and Wednesdays)

PARISH NEWS
The inclusion of any community advertising does not constitute or imply endorsement, sponsorship or recommendation
thereof by St. Michael’s School.
St. Michael’s does not accept any responsibility or liability for the conduct or content of these advertisements, sites and the
offerings made by the third parties.

PARENTS AND FRIENDS
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