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Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Thank you to our first responder parents and caregivers in our school community - the work
you do to care for and support the wider community is valued and appreciated! Well done
to all who dressed up as a first responder on Wednesday and donated to the Archbishop's
Lifelink Appeal. $313.40 was raised which will support Lifelink agencies who deliver
professional services and caring support to West Australian's in need.
Congratulations to our Year 6 students who received the sacrament of Confirmation recently and thank you to
Miss Hindle, Mr Caddy, Mr Sheridan and all other staff to assisted with the preparation of the students and the
ceremony. Congratulations to our Interschool Cross Country athletes who won our interschool Cross Country
Carnival! We are so incredibly proud of you!! Thank you and well done to Mr Sheridan for co-ordinating the team!
Finally, well done to our Year 5 and 6 students who recently competed in the first round of this year's Sacred
Saints competition. This sporting initiative involves a number of Catholic schools in the area joining together to
play soccer, football and netball. We wish our senior students all the best for the remaining matches.
Staffing Update
It is with great sadness that I announce that our Italian teacher, Mrs Maria Famiano, has resigned from her
position with Italo-Australian Welfare & Cultural Centre Inc. and will be finishing up at the current schools she
works at in Week 9 this term. Whilst not officially employed by St. Michael's, Maria has been a much loved
member of our St. Michael's family for many years and will be sorely missed! We thank Maria for her dedication to
our school community and wish her all the very best in her future endeavours! As per our contract with Italo, they
will provide us with a replacement Italian teacher and I will keep you informed as information comes to hand.
P & F Secretary Required for 2023
Our current P & F secretary, Mrs Melissa Maiolo, has indicated that she will be stepping down from this role at the
end of 2022. Melissa will stay on as secretary for the remainder of this year to allow a new secretary to shadow
her as part of a succession plan. We sincerely thank Melissa for the wonderful job she has done in this role for a
number of years and ask that all parents please consider putting their hand up to shadow Melissa with a view to
taking over the role next year. Please contact myself, Melissa Maiolo or Neera Mukherjee if you are interested.
Reporting
Teachers are currently writing their Semester1 reports which will be available for parents via SEQTA on Tuesday
28 June (Week 10). If you have not accessed our reports via SEQTA before, please see the Assistant Principals'
section of this newsletter for information on how to get set up with SEQTA to ensure you can access your
child/ren's reports once they are made available. We release reports prior to the end of term to allow parents a
few days to make an appointment with their child's teacher to discuss any concerns they may have about the
report prior to the holiday period.
Changes to Staff Vaccination Requirements
The Premier, Mark McGowan, has announced that, effective from 10 June 2022, Western Australia's mandatory
vaccination policy will be updated in line with health advice and will only apply to workforces working with the
most vulnerable to protect them from severe disease. This means that the Directions which required Education
Workers to be fully vaccinated to attend the workplace will be lifted.
Wishing you a wonderful weekend!
Warm regards,
Dr Siobhan Galos
Principal

FAITH FOR THE JOURNEY
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Wednesday June 8 was the launch of the WA Bishop's LifeLink cause for 2022.
The Year 5 and 6 classes participated by watching the live webstream address by
Archbishop Timothy Costelloe and Catholic Education WA's Director of Religious
Education, Mark Powell. Students brought a gold coin donation for this Catholic
charity and we have raised over $300. For more information about how and
where these funds are spent, please visit https://lifelink.com.au/.

WHAT'S THE PRINCIPAL READING?
The maths puzzle we need to solve: our girls trail the boys
by Jordana Hunter

This brief Grattan Institute article highlights the importance of numerical proficiency and the concerning
evidence that Australian girls still tend to trail boys when it comes to achievement in mathematics.
Furthermore, according to Hunter, girls demonstrate less confidence in their mathematical ability and
are are less likely to believe maths is important for their further career or study.
Hunter urges us to take the mathematical gender gap seriously by ensuring all students have
opportunities for mastery of foundational mathematical concepts and procedural fluency. Hunter also
calls for all secondary school maths classes to be taught by maths specialists.
This is a timely reminder as our teaching staff at St. Michael's focus on quality
teaching and learning strategies in mathematics as part of our 2022 curriculum
focus. I found Hunter's closing statement to be inspirational: "Australian girls
deserve every opportunity to be among the best mathematicians in the world".
https://grattan.edu.au/news/the-maths-puzzle-we-need-to-solve-our-girls-trail-the-boys

MERIT AWARDS
Music: Charlotte S, Jaeger E, Matthew G, Veronica R
Art: Louis F, Deone W, Olivia L, Neave F
Science: Harrison L, Liv B, Charles T
Italian: Ari M, Annabelle T, Tony N, Attia W
P.E: Molly F, Kallan M
Principal's Award: Olivia L, Taylor M

KEY DATES
15 June

Y3 Class Mass 9:00am

23 June

Y5 and Y6 Lightning Carnival

24 June

St Michael's School Disco

28 June

Semester 1 Reports available to parents

29 June

Y6 NAIDOC Week Mass 9:00am

1 July

St Michael's Talent Show

1 July

Last Day Term 2

18 July

First Day Term 3

3 August

PP Class Mass 9:00am

3 August

Bishop's Religious Literacy Assessment Y3 and Y5

12 August
15-19 August

P&F Parent Event
National Science Week

15 August

Assumption Mass 9:00am

15 August

School Advisory Council and P&F Meetings

17 August

School Photos

22 August

Catholic Day - Pupil Free Day
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CONFIRMATION

On Sunday 29th May, the Year 6 children with the St
Joseph’s Parish and St Michael’s community gathered
to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation. The
children were well prepared and enjoyed sharing this
special occasion with their sponsors and families.
Special thanks must go to Father Ben and the St
Joseph’s Parish for all the work they did behind the
scenes. Also, a big thank you to the parents and staff
who volunteered to read at the Mass. To Miss Hindle
and the St Michael’s staff, your commitment to the
children is always valued and appreciated. Finally,
congratulations to the Year 6 children and we pray that
you continue your spiritual journey and grow in faith.
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Reports
Semester 1 2022 reports will be made available to all parents on Tuesday June 28th at
approximately 4pm. Parents need to ensure that they can successfully log into SEQTA Engage to
access reports beforehand. If you have any difficulties logging in ot resetting your password,
please contact Mr Michael Sheridan via michael.sheridan@cewa.edu.au.
Link to SEQTA Engage: https://stmichaelsbass.engage.cewa.edu.au/
Interschool Cross Country
On Friday May 27, the fastest 5 students from
Years 3-6 travelled to Good Shepherd Catholic
Primary School in Kelmscott for the Interschool
Cross Country event. St Michael's won the event
topping the eight schools who participated. An
amazing effort runners and thank you to all
assisting staff and parent supporters. Check out
our grinning winners!
Enrichment Podcast - Episode #2
Last term and this term, the Year 4-6
Enrichment classes have been working with The Year 6 cohort planned, scripted, recorded and
Mrs Saunders to produce their own podcasts edited their podcasts and the Year 4-5 cohort
used block coding to create an animated GIF of
and animated GIF's to advertise them.
each podcast's title. The second in the series that
we are going to share with you has been
developed by Finn J and Xavier P and is titled 'St
Michael's Sports Report'. The animated gif was
created by Henry S in Year 5. Please scan or click
the QR code (left) to listen. Congratulations to all
these clever content creators!
St Michael's Got Talent
Students who have registered their interest in
performing at the St Michael's Talent Show are now
busily auditioning for their buddy classes and Mrs
MacKenzie.
2 x acts per Year Level will perform on the day. Parents
are invited to attend the St Michael's Talent Show on
Friday July 1 at 11:00am in the Hall.
Kind regards,
Mrs Jemima Saunders and Mr Michael Sheridan
Assistant Principals

THANK A FIRST RESPONDER

PAGE 7

f all
A video o
on
our fun is
w
Seesa

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR
FIRST RESPONDERS
Thank you
Kiara Fire
Station
Visitors
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NEXT P&F MEETING:
Monday August 15, 2022 at 7:15pm in the St Michael's Staffroom

Parents and Friends Association Contact Details
stmichaels.pandfassociation@gmail.com
Click to join the P&F on Teams to engage in
virtual communication in your own time.

Click to join the P&F Facebook page Don't forget to turn on notifications!

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS

PAGE 9

On Thursday the 9th of June, St Michael’s P&F Association hosted the second part in
a series of eSafeKids Parent Workshop and Seminars, with the focus - Reducing The
Harm: Talking About Children and Pornography.
Kayelene Kerr, is recognised as one of Western Australia’s most experienced specialist
providers of Protective Behaviours and Digital Wellness education workshops. Her
seminar provided parents and carers with an overview of pornography in the digital
age, the accessibility of it, the impacts on social, emotional development and strategies
for communicating with children and young people about the topic.
All St Michael’s parents are invited to register with the FREE eSafeKids online
community to access further resources and support - https://www.esafekids.com.au/
The platform offers parents the opportunity to educate, equip and empower
themselves to tackle this growing issue in our children’s lives.
A special thank you to Alex McIlwaine for securing Kaylene’s services and thank you
to all parents who attended.

eSafeKids strives to reduce and prevent harm through proactive
prevention education, supporting and inspiring parents, carers,
educators and other professionals to talk with children, young
people and vulnerable adults about protective behaviours, body
safety, cyber safety, digital wellness and pornography.
We service the Perth metropolitan area, regional Western
Australia, national and international audiences.

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS

Scholastic
Book Club
Issue #4
available
now
https://bookclubs.
scholastic.com.au/
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PAGE 11

The inclusion of any community advertising does not constitute or imply endorsement,
sponsorship or recommendation thereof by St. Michael’s School.
St. Michael’s does not accept any responsibility or liability for the conduct or content of these
advertisements, sites and the offerings made by the third parties.
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